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m *Garman Gems" Berlin and Beyond film
festival founder Ingrid Eggers programmed
this sfate of 2009 German-lenguags releases,
which range in content and tane fram a quirky

documentary of a female-helmed, around-
the-world adventure by automobibe in 1927,
Miss Stitmmes, to the not-quite-dark-nor-funny
engugh “nolr comedy™ about extartian, canni-
balism, and revenge, The Bome Man. But it's the
twi featured dramas that will likely garmer the
mast attention: Seing Mr Kotschie, by Norbart
Tt A Nirgen KOO MAAT aric o
rotta fi h anticipates
his fiftiath birthday, his rather biand, suburban
life begins to fracture almost imperceptibhy;
imparceptibly, at least, to others. But fram
Kotschia’s point of view, the tenuous line
between reality and dreams begins to blus, and
hie becomes increasingly alienated from his
uneventful existence. A Fevared, hallucinagenic
road-trip to an equally uneventful viltage in
-search of an old flame ensues, and, somewhat
remarkably for a modeon German film, he learns
to gratefully accept the simple pleasure of
being alive, Being Mr. Kotschie offars a dose of
‘existential-crisis-lite, neurotically embodied by
a thoroughly keable laad {Stefan whose
minor resemblance to Basil Fawlty adds a sense
- of physical playfulness to the role. InMisfan,
the remarkable ife of Hildegard von Bingen is
given the biopic treatment by von Trotta with
mixed results. O the ane hand, the subject
matter of a multi-talented, visionary “renats-

sance woiman™ who lived 300 years before the
Rinalssance evan began, is truly compediing,
But von Trotta can't help but throw a little
Sapphlc mystery inte the mix, and the power-
ful bond between Hildegard (Barbara Sukowa)
and the spirited Richardis {Hannah I_-'Ierﬁprung:l
plays out like a not entirely convincing hot-for-
teacher melodrama. Fortunately, Sukowa plays
the headstrong Hildegard with just the right
amount of compassion and s2lf-importance,
and Heino Ferch is rock-solid as her confidante;
seribe, and confessor, Brather Violmar. Castro.



